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one of the construction paper
Items. If you have a large gather
ing, divide Into smaller groups and
give each group one of the Items.
(If you have a small group, you can
eliminate one or two construction

paper Items.)
Explain that each group Is to

discuss benefits and hindrances to

owning the object. Allow five to 10
minutes for this.

Have each group share Its con
clusions with the others. Give each

group time to study the scripture
reference. Gather In one large
group to discuss these findings.

RESPONSE (OR CLOSING)
Explain; "Sometimes we tend to

think and believe that the answer

to any problem we have lies In ma
terial riches or possessions. We
put our faith In material goods by
thinking: If I had a good job and

made lots of money, I'd be happy.
If I had a fast sports car, I would
be popular. If I had enough money
to buy nice clothes, I'd attract
friends. If I could travel the world,

I'd have It made.

"On goes our list of 'If or
'things' to make us happy, but
Jesus says In Matthew 6:19-21: 'Do
not lay up for yourselves treasures
on earth where moth and rust con

sume and where thieves break In

and steal, but lay up for yourselves
treasures In heaven, where neither
moss nor rust consumes and

where thieves do not break In and

steal. For where your treasure Is,
there will your heart be also.' "

Close with a circle prayer. Each
person In the circle Is Invited to of
fer a request or thanksgiving.

^Bob Brewer, "Easy Come, Easy Go,"
GROUP Magazine (February, 1980).

TITHES AND OFFERINGS,
PART 1

by Douglas Karl

PURPOSE
To make young people aware of

the role of finances In God's earth

ly work.

PREPARATION
Gather a bucket or offering

plate, 100 to 200 pennies, two
prizes (one of which can be a gag
gift) and songbooks.

Note: This Is session one of a

two-part series.

OPENING
Open with songs, prayer, offer

ing and announcements.
Play the game Give and Take.

Begin by passing around a bucket
of pennies. Tell the youth they can
take as many or as few as they
want.

After the coins have been distrib

uted, have the youth mill about the
room giving away or collecting as
much money as possible. Instruct
the youth to keep track of money
they give or collect. When they run
out of money, they keep playing by
asking others for more.

Award prizes to the youth who
gave away or collected the most
pennies. Award the gag gift to the
person with the least pennies.

Ask the following questions and
allow time for discussion:

1. Did you feel any resentment
toward those who took a lot of

money?
2. How did you feel about the

person who didn't get very much?
3. When I said you could take as

much money as you wanted, what
did you think?

4. Why did you take the amount
of money you collected?

5. What types of feelings were
you having as you were giving
away money? collecting?

6. How did you feel about others
having more money than you at the
end of the game?

THE "MEAT" OF
THE MEETING

Read the following material to
the entire group:

"According to J.O. Atkinson, the
crime of the ages has been the
prostitution of money. Truly, money
Is one of the most powerful, yet
dangerous forces In all the world.
Perhaps this Is why Jesus has
more to say about the right use of
possessions than any other sub
ject. Someone figured there are
1,565 references to giving In the Bi
ble, while there are only 523 refer
ences to praying. At least 20 of the
30 major parables by Jesus relate
to attitudes toward property. It has
been estimated that one verse out
of every seven In the Gospels deals
with money and the things money
can buy."^

Allow time for questions and
comments.

Read the next quote to the entire
group, again allowing time for
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