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The Lost Sheep

, XI- . 3 hundred sheep, losing one, would notleave the ninety-nine in the wilderness and go after the missing one till he
found it? And when he found it, would he not joyfully take it on his shoulders
and then when he got home, call- together his friends and neighbors? "Rejoice
with me, he would say, "I have found my sheep that was lost." In the same way,
1 tell you, there will be more rejoicing in heaven over one repentant sinner
than over ninety-nine virtuous men who have no need of repentance.

(Lk. 15:4-7)
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The Lost Drachma (Coin)

Or again, what woman with ten drachmas would not, if she lost one,
3 lamp and sweep out the house and search thoroughly till she found it? And
wnen she had found it, call together her friends and neighbors? "Rejoice

" she would say, ''I have found the drachma I lost." In the same way, I
there is rejoicing among the angels of God over one repentant sinner."

(Lk. 15:8-10)

The Unforgiving Debtor

And so the kingdom of heaven may be compared to a king who decided
to settle his accounts with his servants. When the reckoning began, they brought
him a man who owed ten thousand talents; but he had no means of paying, so his
master gave orders that he should be sold, together with his wife and children and
all his possessions, to meet the debt. At this, the servant threw himself down at
his master s feet. "Give me time," he said, "and I will pay the whole sum." And
the servant s master felt so sorry for him that he let him go and cancelled the
debt. Now as this servant went out, he happened to meet a fellow servant who owed
him one hundred denarii; and he seized him by the throat and began to beat him.

Pay what you owe me," he said. His fellow servant fell at his feet and implored
him, saying. Give me time and I will pay you." But the other would not agree;
on the contrary, he had him thrown into prison till he should pay the debt. His
fellow servants were deeply distressed when they saw what had happened, and they
went to their master and reported the whole affair to him. Then the master sent

him. You wicked servant," he said, "I cancelled all that debt of yours when
-f* Were you not bound, then, to have pity on your fellow servant

u" ""sster handed him over to thetorturers till he should pay all his debt. And that is how my heavenly Father
deal with you unless you each forgive your brother from your heart.

(Mt. 18:23-35)


