Man without God can only judge by results
by achievements. Did you win or did you losef;
Did you show a profit or a deficit? God alone
can judge us on the basis of what we are, not
just on what we have done.

God not only forgives our failures; He sees
successes where no one else does, not even
ourselves. Only God can give us credit for
angry words we did not speak, temptations
we resisted, patience and gentleness little
noticed and long forgotten by those around
us. Such good deeds are never wasted and
not forgotten, because God gives us a measure
of eternity.
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eWwhen you forgive, you in no way change
the past ... but you sure do change the

future.

@®Be not angry that you cannot make others as you wish
them to be ... since you cannot make yourself as you

wish to be.

Forgiveness

From the Middle Ages comes this legend about a nun
who claimed that she had had a vision of Christ. The bishop
asked, “Sister, did you talk to him?"” And she said, “Yes, |
did.” He continued, “If you have another vision, ask Christ
this question: ‘What was the bishop's great sin before he be-
came a bishop?' " He knew that only God and his own con-
fessor would know.

About three months later, the nun made an appoint-
ment to see the bishop. When she came in, he said, “Did you
see our Lord again?” “ves," she replied. “Did you ask him
the question about my sin?” “Yes, 1 did.” “And what did he
say?”’ She smiled and answered, “The Lord said, ‘l don't re-

member anymore.””

WHO, ME?

1 need to be forgiv
so many times & day -

So often do I slip and fall;
Be merciful, I pray-

Help me not pe critical
When others' faults I see.

For SO often, Lord,
The same faults a

en, L-rd,

re in me.

—Thomas a Kempis
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Forgive and Forget?
The psychological case for
forgiveness is overwhelm-
ingly persuasive. Not to for-
give istobe imprisoned by the
past, by old grievances that
do not permit life to proceed |
with new business. Not to for-
give is to yield oneself to
another's control. If one does
not forgive, then one is con-
trolled by the other's initiatives
and is locked into a sequence
of act and response, of out-
rage and revenge, tit for tat,
escalating always. The pres-
ent is endlessly overwhelmed
and devoured by the past.
Forgiveness frees the forgiver.
It extracts the forgiver from
someone else's nightmare.
“Unless there is a breach with
the evil past,” says Donald
Shriver [president of New
York City's Union Theologi-
cal Seminary], "all we get is
this stuttering repetition of

evil." .
... Forgiveness is not an

impulse that is in much favor. ’
It is a mysterious and sublime s
idea in many ways. The preva-
lent style in the world runs
more to the high-plains drifter,
to the hard, cold eye of the
avenger, to a numb remorse-
lessness. Forgiveness does
not look much like a tool for
survival in a bad world. But
that is what it is./Lance Morrow
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