
>
InThe

Age
ofUnwed

M
others,newly

released
from

the
Institute

for
^m

erican
Values,Gallagherpointsoutthatthenumberofyoungwomen

^
m

OsTs
>>"W

hathaschangedmostinrecentdecadesisnotwhogetspregnant,but
i

i
"'"fie

biggestchangeinrecentdecadeshasbeen
^

^thedecliningproportionofpregnantsingleteenswhomarry."
>Moreover:"Our'teenpregnancy*crisisisinseparablefrom

thedisconnect
^

>
between

marriageand
childbearing

thatincreasingly
characterizesthe

>procreativebehaviorofadultsintheir20s."Infact!•'The
r^Xitv

of
>

unwed
birthsm

the
United

States
today

are
to

adultwomen
intheir20s

^Thesearenotchildrenhavingchildren,*norarethey*MurphyBrowns.*"

>
understanding

the
teen

pregnancy
crisis

is
^

n
i3

r
r
i3

Q
0

.

>>
"Forayoung

woman
today

who
doesnotsee

marriage
asan

essential
>

A
does

notforesee
m

uch
possibility

of
>

making
agood

marriageinthe
future,thedecision

to
becomeasingle

>
m

otheratage
18

or19
isnotespecially

irrationalorhard
to

>
understand.Ifitisnotmarriage

thatconfersspecialmeaning
to

the
sexualact,then

perhapsitishergiving
the

giftofunprotected
sex,or

>
m

arriage
thata

young
wom

an
iswaiting

for
vparc

a
m

other,then
how

much
difference

willa
few

m
ore

y
C

a
iS

>
of

w
aiting

really
m

ake?"
>>

TTieAgeofUnwedM
othersisa

richly
detailed,comprehensive

review
of

e
currentscholarly

literature
on

teen
pregnancy.Carefully

documented.

>
italso

draws
upon

interviews
with

experts
in

the
field

school
>

personnel,
socialw

orkers,
and

teen
m

others
them

selves.

>
The

reportconcludes
with

16
recom

m
endations

forchange
in

areas
ran

g
in

g

>
from

adoption
to

Norplant,from
whatCongressshould

do
to

how
public

>
^bools

can
both

improveeducationaloutcomesforpregnantand
parenting

>
students

and
help

to
reduce

the
incidence

ofteen
pregnancy.

>
The

report*s
firstrecom

m
endation

is
that*'we

retire
the

term
*teen

>
pregnancy*

from
our

public
discourse."

>>
In

a
section

on
"School-AgeGirlsand

the
W

isdom
ofM

ainstreaming
*'

>
Gallagherinvestigates

whethercurrentfederallaw
requiring

comrnunities
>

to
m

ainstream
"

pregnantteens
in

the
public

schools
ishelping

or
>

hurting
teenage

m
others.Pregnantgirls

appear
to

perform
better

>
academ

ically
-and

also
have

less
welfare

dependence
and

reduced
repeat

>
childbearing

-
when

they
attend

separate
schools.The

pregnantgirls
>

them
selves

often
feel

m
ore

com
fortable

in
separate

schools.Yetthe
>

current
federalm

andate
for

"mainstreaming**
interferes

with
localschool

>
districts

efforts
to

deliver
services

to
pregnant

teens
m

ore
>

effectively,
including

experim
enting

with
alternative

schools
>>

Partly
a

work
ofscholarship.The

Age
ofUnwed

M
others

isalso
a

work
of

>
cultural

criticism
and

a
passionate

call
for

change.Consider:

>
"W

hy
should

ateenagerpostpone
having

ababy?
W

hatoursociety
asa

>
whole,and

especially
our*teen

pregnancy'rhetoric,currently
tells

>
these

young
people-untilyou

reach
age

20,having
ababy

isa
huge

>
m

istake,as
isgetting

m
arried,butafter

that,it*sup
to

you
-

is
not

>
likely

to
capture

theirmoralim
agination.Doesitcapture

yours?"

>
And:

To
adegree

thatmightmake
many

ofusuncom
fortable,when

youna
>^womentodaypreferunwedmotherhoodoveradoptionorearlymarriage,

>
have

notbeen
ignoring

adultcounsel.They
have

been
heeding

it."

>
And:"W

hen
ateenagerispostponing

having
ababy,whatisshe

waiting
>

for.
Having

m
ore

ofouryoung
people

answer,"a
good

m
arriage,"

should
>

becom
e

our
highestpriority."


