
^gAPiTAL PUNiSHMeNT:
PRO aND CoN
Before yoor meetinf dip and mab copies of occounts of heinous crimes or
trials reported In loco! or notional newspaper. Begin fay asking:
• Whfltiscopitalpunbhment? (penalty ofdeath k aaim)

Then disliifaute the copies of news ortldes and ask group memfaers to reod them silently.
When they hove finished reading, invite memfaers to choose oside in the issue: ^
• in general, without doing ony odditionol discussing, which side of this issue do you tend

to support? Are you, in general, for or ogoinst copitol punishment?

Ask those who support capital punishment to gother on-one side of the room and those who 0
oppose copitol punishment to gother on the opposite side of the room. Stoge odefaote, ol-
lowing representotives from eoch side to give 30-second statements in support of fheir'posi- ^
tions. Alternate statements from side to side. After about 10 minutes, ask groups to physi
cally switch sides of the room. Exploin;
• You now ore on the other side of the defaote, representing the side you just opposed.

No motter what you octuolly believe, it's your job to support the opposite opinion.

After another 10 minutes, stop and discuss;
• Whot new ideas about copitol punishment hove you heard in this defaote'
• How hove your beliefs ofaout copitol punishment chonged throuah this octivilv?


