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I have no doubts that God exists

I don’t believe in anything beyond

the physical world
1 5%

HOWWE SEE GOD...

Participation in a particular religious denomination
doesn’t always translate into a consistent set of
views about the world and society. By asking dozens
of questions about how Americans perceive God,
researchers have constructed four religious
viewpoints that correlate strongly with a person’s
social and political outlook.
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Percentage who agree that: .
Abortion is always wrong

Government should allow prayer in school
Government should increase military spending
Government should expand authority to fight terrorism
Government should protect the environment better
Government should distribute wealth more evenly

The war in Iraq is justified

3 1%,believe in an

AUTHORITARIAN GOD who is
deeply involved in daily life and world
events. God is angry at sin and can
punish the unfaithful or ungodly

53% of African Americans share this
view, as do 56% of people who
strongly believe that God is a “he”
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Trust President Bush “a lot” 132%
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2 3 % believe in a

BENEVOLENT GOD who is deeply
involved in daily life and world
events but is mainly a positive force
reluctant to punish

People younger than 30 are the
least likely to hold this conception
of God—just 13% in the cohort do
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Creatures like Bigfoot
and the Loch Ness
monster will one day
be discovered



