
The Arrogant Guest (trusting in God’s code that goes against the world’s values) Scripture: Luke 14:1, 7-14 
When he went to dine at the house of a ruler Jesus marked how they chose the places of honor, saying to 
them, "When you are invited by any one to a marriage feast, do not sit down in a place of honor, lest a more 
eminent man than you be invited by him; and he who invited you both will come and say to you, Give place to 
this man,' and then you will begin with shame to take the lowest place. But when you are invited, go and sit in the 
lowest place, so that when your host comes he may say to you, Friend, go up higher’; then you will be honored 
in the presence of all who sit at table with you. For every one who exalts himself will be humbled, and he who 
humbles himself will be exalted." He said also to the man who had invited him, "When you give a dinner or a 
banquet, do not invite your friends or your brothers or your kinsmen or rich neighbors, lest they also invite you in 
return, and you be repaid. But when you give a feast, invite the poor, the maimed, the lame, the blind, and you 
will be blessed, because they cannot repay you. You will be repaid at the resurrection of the just."

The Weeds in the Grain (trusting that all works towards God’s greatest good in the end) Scripture: Matt 13 
'The kingdom of heaven may be compared to a man who sowed good seed in his field; but while men were 
sleeping, his enemy came and sowed weeds among the wheat, and went away. So when the plants came up and 
bore grain, then the weeds appeared also. And the servants of the householder came and said to him, ‘Sir, did you 
not sow good seed in your field? How then has it weeds?' He said to them, 'An enemy has done this.' The 
servants said to him, 'Then do you want us to go and gather them?1 But he said, 'No; lest in gathering the weeds 
you root up the wheat along with them. Let both grow together until the harvest; and at harvest time I will tell the 
reapers, Gather the weeds first and bind them in bundles to be burned, but gather the wheat into my bam."1

The Pharisee and the Publican (trusting that God knows what is in the heart) Scripture: Luke 18:9-14 
"Two men went up into the temple to pray, one a Pharisee and the other a tax collector. 11 The Pharisee stood 
and prayed thus with himself, 'God, I thank thee that I am not like other men, extortioners, unjust, adulterers, or 
even like this tax collector. I fast twice a week, I give tithes of all that I get.1 But the tax collector, standing far 
off, would not even lift up his eyes to heaven, but beat his breast, saying, God, be merciful to me a sinner!’ I 
tell you, this man went down to his house justified rather than the other; for every one who exalts himself will 
be humbled, but he who humbles himself will be exalted."

The Closed Door (trusting that God is just) Scripture: Luke 13:22-30
"Lord, will those who are saved be few?" And he said to them, "Strive to enter by the narrow door; for many, I 

tell you, will seek to enter and will not be able. When once the householder has risen up and shut the door, you 
will begin to stand outside and to knock at the door, saying, Lord, open to us.1 He will answer you, 'I do not 
know where you come from.’ Then you will begin to say, 'We ate and drank in your presence, and you taught 
in our streets.7 But he will say, 'I tell you, I do not know where you come from; depart from me, all you workers 
of iniquity!’ There you will weep and gnash your teeth, when you see Abraham and Isaac and Jacob and all 
the prophets in the kingdom of God and you yourselves thrust out. And men will come from east and west, and 
from north and south, and sit at table in the kingdom of God. And behold, some are last who will be first, and 
some are first who will be last."

The Birds of Heaven & the Lilies of the Field (trusting God to provide for your needs)
Scripture: Matthew 6:24-34
"No one can serve two masters; for either he will hate the one and love the other, or he will be devoted to the 
one and despise the other. You cannot serve God and mammon. 'Therefore I tell you, do not be anxious 
about your life, what you shall eat or what you shall drink, nor about your body, what you shall put on. Is not life 
more than food, and the body more than clothing? Look at the birds of the air: they neither sow nor reap nor 
gather into barns, and yet your heavenly Father feeds them. Are you not of more value than they? And which 
of you by being anxious can add one cubit to his span of life? And why are you anxious about clothing? 
Consider the lilies of the field, how they grow; they neither toil nor spin; yet I tell you, even Solomon in all his 
glory was not arrayed like one of these. But if God so clothes the grass of the field, which today is alive and 
tomorrow is thrown into the oven, will he not much more clothe you, O men of little faith? Therefore do not be 
anxious, saying, 'What shall we eat?’ or 'What shall we drink?1 or 'What shall we wear?’ For the Gentiles seek 
all these things; and your heavenly Father knows that you need them all. But seek first his kingdom and his 
righteousness, and all these things shall be yours as well. 'Therefore do not be anxious about tomorrow, for 
tomorrow will be anxious for itself. Let the day's own trouble be sufficient for the day.


