
CHILDREN When the disciples, overearnest as ever, asked Jesus who was the greatest in
the kingdom of Heaven, Jesus pulled a child out of the crowd and said the greatest in the
kingdom of Heaven were people like' this. (Matthew 18:1-4) Two thousand years of
homiletic sentimentalizing to the contrary notwithstanding, Jesus was not playing Captain
Kangaroo. He was saying that the people who get into Heaven are people who, like
children, don't worry about it too much. They are people who, like children, have their
hands open more than with their fists clenched. They are people who, like children, are
so relatively unburdened by preconceptions that if somebody says there s a pot of gold at
the end of the rainbow, they are perfectly willing to go take a look for themselves.

Children aren't necessarily better than other people. Like the child in The Emperor s
New Clothes," they are just apt to be better at telling the difference between a put-up-
job and the real thing.

"WE SHALL not have fulfilled our obligation as a people unless our
children, regardless of the circumstances of their birth, regard
less of geogpphy, regardless of their color, have the opportunity

of their'̂ lives adulthood, and make something

THE FUTURE PROMISE of any nation can be directly measured by the
present prospects of its youth...Such attributes as energy, a
readiness to question, imagination and creativity are all attributes
of youth that are also essential to our total national characte^"

"WHAT really matters is the children."
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The hardest job kids ^
seeing any. learning good manners without

-Fred Astaire

"Young feofle frequently feel elated, son. This is
perfectly healthy as long as they keef in mind that

there isn^t any valid reason for it?^


