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Holy Week/Easter



Palm Sunday, also known as Passion Sunday, marks
the beginning of Holy Week. Jesus' entry into
Jerusalem sets the stage for his suffering and death
on the cross on Friday, but three days later God rais-
es him to life. Sin and death are conquered! Jesus is
victorious!

Before all this took place, Jesus told his disciples,
"We are now on our way to Jerusalem, where the
Son of Man will be handed over to the chief priests
and the teachers of the Law of Moses. They will sen-
tence him to death. ... They will beat him and nail
him to a cross. But on the third day he will rise from

death."
Matthew 20.4 8,4 9

J esus Enters Jerusalem

When Jesus and his disciples came near
Jerusalem, he went to Bethphage on the Mount of
Olives and sent two of them on ahead. He told them,
"Go into the next village, where you will at once find
a donkey and her colt. Untie the two donkeys and

bring them to me. If anyone asks why you are doing
that, just say, The Lord needs them/ Right away he
will let you have the donkeys."

So God's promise came true, just as the prophet
had said,

"Announce to the people of Jerusalem:
"Your king is coming to you!
He is humble
and rides on a donkey.
He comes on the colt
of a donkey."

The disciples left and did what Jesus had told
them to do. They brought the donkey and its colt and
laid some clothes on their backs. Then Jesus got on.

Many people spread clothes in the road, while
others put down branches which they had cut from
trees. Some people walked ahead of Jesus and others
followed behind. They were all shouting,

"Hooray for the Son of David!
God bless the one who comes
in the name of the Lord.

Hooray for God
in heaven above!"

When Jesus came to Jerusalem, everyone in the
city was excited and asked, "Who can this be?" The
crowd answered, "This is Jesus, the prophet from
Nazareth in Galilee."

Matthew 2i.i-a

J esus Is Put to Death

Following his arrest in the Garden of Gethsemane,
Jesus was questioned by the chief priests and the
teachers of the Law of Moses. They brought him to
Pilate the governor, and stirred up the people to
demand that Pilate put Jesus to death. Pilate then
ordered his soldiers to beat Jesus with a whip and
nail him to a cross.

They came to a place named Golgotha, which
means "Place of a Skull." There they gave Jesus some
wine mixed with a drug to ease the pain. But when
Jesus tasted what it was, he refused to drink it.

The soldiers nailed Jesus to a cross and gambled
to see who would get his clothes. Then they sat down
to guard him. Above his head they put a sign that told
why he was nailed there. It read, 'This is Jesus, the
King of the Jews." The soldiers also nailed two crimi-
nals on crosses, one to the right of Jesus and the other
to his left.

At noon the sky turned dark and stayed that way
until three o'clock. Then about that time Jesus shout-
ed, "Eli, Eli, lema sabachthani?" which means, "My
God, my God, why have you deserted me?"

Some of the people standing there heard Jesus
and said, "He's calling for Elijah.” One of them at once
ran and grabbed a sponge. He soaked it in wine, then
put it on a stick and held it up to Jesus.



Others said, "Wait! Lets see if Elijah will come
and save him.” Once again Jesus shouted, and then he
died.

At once the curtain in the temple was torn in two
from top to bottom. The earth shook, and rocks split
apart. Graves opened, and many of Gods people were
raised to life. Then after Jesus had risen to life, they
came out of their graves and went into the holy city,
where they were seen by many people.

The officer and the soldiers guarding Jesus felt
the earthquake and saw everything else that hap-
pened. They were frightened and said, "This man real-
ly was Gods Son!"

Many women had come with Jesus from Galilee
to be of help to him, and they were there, looking on
at a distance. Mary Magdalene, Mary the mother of
James and Joseph, and the mother of James and John
were some of these women.

Matthew 27.33-38,45-56

J esus Is Raised to Life

The Sabbath was over, and it was almost day-
break on Sunday when Mary Magdalene and the other
Mary went to see the tomb. Suddenly a strong earth-
quake struck, and the Lord's angel came down from
heaven. He rolled away the stone and sat on it. The
angel looked as bright as lightning, and his clothes
were white as snow. The guards shook from fear and
fell down, as though they were dead.

The angel said to the women, "Don't be afraid! |
know you are looking for Jesus, who was nailed to a

cross. He isn't here! God has raised him to life, just as
Jesus said he would. Come, see the place where his
body was lying. Now hurry! Tell his disciples that he
has been raised to life and is on his way to Galilee. Go
there, and you will see him. That is what | came to tell
you."

The women were frightened and yet very happy,
as they hurried from the tomb and ran to tell his dis-
ciples. Suddenly Jesus met them and greeted them.
They went near him, held on to his feet, and wor-
shipped him. Then Jesus said, "Don't be afraid! Tell my
followers to go to Galilee. They will see me there."

Matthew 28.1-10
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