
Friendly Advice

Friends can be asource of wisdom and good
advice. When you have a problem, a good friend
will listen carefully and ask you questions to
help you clarify the problem and reach a
solution. Agood friend will not try to solve
your problem or tell you what to do.

Drawing on what you know about Christian
friendship, what wisdom could you offer to
your friends if they make the following statements?
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1. "I don't know what to do, I'm just stupid. I studied for the test
and still failed. My parents are gonna kill me."

2. "1 het I'm the only thirteen-year-old in the world who hasn't
heen kissed. Is something wrong with me?"

3. "1 don't think I'm gonna go to church anymore. Everybody
makes fun of me. Besides, it's boring."

For My Friends

Here is aprayer that you can
use to give thanks to God for
your friends.

I pray to you, good and
gracious Lord, for those who love
me and for those I love. I pray for
(names offriends).

It was your command and gift
that we love our friends. I ask
you to show your love for them,
too. Love them. Lord and Giver of
all love, and make them love
you—heart, soul, and mind—so
that they will think, speak, and
do only what pleases you and Is
right for them. Amen.

From a prayer by Saint Anselm


