talented artist. Before he started work on any painting, how-
ever, he always demanded payment in advance. And his fees
were exorbitant. So he came to be known as the Greedy
Monk,

A geisha once sent for him to have a painting done. Gessen
said, “How much will you pay me?” The gir] happened to be

tron, “This man is supposed to be 3 monk, but all he thinks of
is money. His talent js exceptional, but he has a filthy, money-
loving mind. How does one exhibit the canvas of a filthy,

money-loving man like that? His work is good enough for my
underclothing!” '
With that she flung a petticoat at him and asked him to
paint a picture on jt, Gessen asked the usual question before
he started the work: “How much will you give me?” “Oh, any
sum you ask for,” said the girl. Gessen named his price,

painted the picture, shamelessly pocketed the money, and .

walked away.
Many years later, quite by chance, someone found out why
Gessen was so greedy for money. Devastating famine often

painted another canvas again.




