
VATICAN’S LIST 
OF THE BEST 
EDIFYING 
MOVIES OF THE 
20TH CENTURY
MOVIES WITH A 
MESSAGE & 
DIGNIFY HUMAN 
NATURE & 
EXPERIENCE
Adult
Advise and Consent
Amistad
Avalon 
Awakenings 
Baby Boom
Braveheart
A Bronx Tale
Central Station 
Cinema Paradiso  
City Slickers
Crimes and Misdemeanors
Dr. Strangelove   
The Elephant Man   
Garden of the Finzi-
Continis 
The Godfather
The Godfather Part II 
Grand Canyon
Hitchcock Films
In the Heat of the Night
Inner Circle
Joy Luck Club  
Matewan  
My Left Foot
The Right Stuff
Rob Roy
Saving Private Ryan
Schindler’s List 
Secrets and Lies
Sense and Sensibility
Shakespeare on Film: 
Hamlet 
Henry V 
Much Ado About Nothing
Othello
The Shawshank 
Redemption 
Shine .  
The Sixth Sense 
Spartacus
Strictly Ballroom
Terminator

Terminator 2: Judgment 
Day
Tootsie
The Untouchables
The Verdict
The Waterdance   
The White Rose
Apollo 13  
Mask of Zorro  
Raiders of the Lost Ark 
Rocky 
ANIMATED FILMS 
An American Tail 
Babe
Bambi
Beauty and the Beast
Dumbo
The Hobbit 
Lion King 
Little Mermaid
Pinocchio
Prince of Egypt  
Toy Story 

COMEDY 
Angels in the Outfield
Breaking Away  
Cool Runnings 
The Gods Must Be Crazy.  
Groundhog Day 
Heart and Souls    
Much Ado about Nothing
Truman Show   

DRAMA 
Anne of Green Gables 
The Bear
Black Stallion 
Brian's Song
Field of Dreams
Glory 
Hoosiers 
Hunchback of Notre Dame
It’s a Wonderful Life
Karate Kid.  
Les Miserables 
Life Is Beautiful 
Little Princess  
Lorenzo’s Oil
The Miracle Worker 
Mr. Holland’s Opus 
October Sky  
Pride of the Yankees
Searching for Bobby 
Fischer

Spitfire Grill
To Kill a Mockingbird

MUSICALS
Fiddler on the Roof
The King and I
Mary Poppins 
The Music Man
My Fair Lady 
Oliver!
Sound of Music
That Thing You Do  
West Side Story
The Wizard of Oz

SCI-FI-FANTASY-
HORROR
Back to the Future 
Chronicles of Narnia
Forbidden Planet 
Incredible Shrinking Man 
The Indian in the Cupboard 
Planet of the Apes 
Princess Bride
Star Wars

People of Faith
The Apostle
The Assisi Underground
Babette’s Feast
Becket
Ben-Hur 
The Black Robe 
Boys Town 
Chariots of Fire 
Christmas Carol
Christy
Come to the Stable 
The Confession 
Cry in the Dark 
Damien: The Leper Priest 
Dead Man Walking  
Demetrius and the Gladiators 
Flowers of St. Francis. 
Francis of Assisi 
Friendly Persuasion= 
Gandhi 
Going My Way 
Green Pastures
The Haunted 
Hiding Place 
Hoodlum Priest
I Confess    
Joan of Arc
The Juggler of Notre Dame
 The Last Supper
Lilies of the Field
Malcolm X 
Man for All Seasons
Miracle of Our Lady of Fatima 

Miracle on 34th Street
The Mission
Nazarin
Night of the Hunter
On the Waterfront 
Passion of Joan of Arc. 
Places in the Heart  
Quo Vadis
Romero 
Scarlet and the Black .
Sergeant York  
Simon Birch
Shadowlands
The Song of Bernadette 
Tender Mercies
Therese
To Kill a Priest
Witness


