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uation may suffer,

course, you’ll be sep-
arated from one of

your folks.

Here are eight warning
signs that mom and dad
are heading for Splitsville:
N They stop kissing and cud-

dling. Sure, it may be gross
to see your parents grope like
teenagers. But if they sudden-
ly stop showing their usual
affection, you can bet trouble
is brewing.
N Arguing escalates to

throwing things or name-
calling. All married couples
have spats. But when you hear
terms like “stupid” or cuss
words, as in “you fat *%$#-ing
cow,” watch out.

One partner starts to bad-

mouth the other to you
behind the other’s back. When
mom starts snapping, “Don’t
do that — you’re acting just
like your father,” she may al-
ready be drafting divorce
papers.

“ Mysterious absences. Be-
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“working late” at the office or
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if your parents are about to
divorce!

if your parents get di-
vorced, it can have a serious negative
impact on your life. Your financial sit-
you may have to
| move to a smaller home and of
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if mom repeatedly
leaves him behind
to “visit relatives.”

A parent starts

“preparing” you
and your siblings,
with  vague state-
ments such as
“There are going
to be some big
changes in this
house soon, and =
youre going to be
a lot more respon-
sible.”

One parent

shows a sudden el PR
new interest in his or her ap- ;mo% Eow at %m :oonmwm on
pearance. If your slobby,| that waitress, son,” can also|when mom and dad quit bick-
couch-potato dad goes on an| he a red flag. ering and they barely say a
exercise binge and begins They stop arguing. Don’t | thing to each other. It can just
slathering himself in cologne, Ncwmmﬂwm a sigh of relief| mean they’'ve both resigned
he may already be lining up a
new stepmom for you.

You start hearing negative

comments about the en-
tire opposite sex — such as
“Men are so bossy” or
“Women are all gold-dig-
gers.” On the other hand,
“positive” comments, such as

MOST divorces follow a
predictable pattern of
relationship breakdown.
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Emamm?mm to the me that
the relationship is over — so
there’s no more point in

fighting.




