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Takeshi Kanno
in Japan's
tragic hour, he
risked his life
for others

TAKESHI KANNO ALWAYS

knew he would save
lives in his line of
work—but never as
many at onetime as he
did on March II. The
31-year-old doctor was
ondutyattheShizu-
gawa public hospitalin
the Japanese townof
MinamiSanrikuwhen
he heard the tsunami
alert. He immediately
beganmovingpatients
to the highest floor,
helpingdozensofpeo
ple in the short win
dow between the
9.0-magnitudequake
and the deadly wave.

^Vhenthewallof
water arrived, Kanno
watched it swallow the
street in three minutes,
taking the patients he
couldn't move with it.
"We went downstairs,
and everyone was
gone."he says.

Over the next two

days.Kanno refusedto
leavethose he'd helped
survive, w hen evacua
tion helicopters ar
rived, tic waited until

the last of his patients
had gone before he too
left. Three days after
the quake, he at last
made it back to his
wife, just hours before
the birth of their sec
ond child, a boy they
named Rei.The name
evokes two meanings:
in English, a beam of
light; in Chinese and
Japanese, the wisdom
toovercome hardship.
—Krisla Maltr, TIME
Asia correspondent
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