THE COST OF ENTERTAINMENT: Christians in the United
States spend several times more money on leisure activities
than on mission work and benevolent outreach. U.S. News
and World Report estimated that Americans (at least half of
whom are church members and many more of whom claim to
be Christians) spend over $244 billion on leisure activities
each year. The gap between leisure spending and benevolent
giving is staggering. Here is a partial listing of some 1980
leisure’ expenditures in the United States:

¢ $8.6 billion on sporting goods
* 7.3 billion on new and used boats, fuel, docking, main-
tenance, and other expenses for boat recreation
2.0 billion on recreational vehicles
2.6 billion on movie tickets
25.6 billion on stereos, television, and video games

And so the list continues! There is nothing wrong with enjoy-
ing the good things of life. But in a hungry world, there should
be some kind of reasonable limits on what we spend to enjoy
life!

We sometimes make the mistake of assuming that spending
money is the same as having fun. That is not always the case!
Advertising and the pressure of others sometimes causes us to
feel that the more money we have, the better life will be. But
how much is enough? And what things bring real pleasure?




