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M
oney

isan
essentialaspectoflife.W

e
can'tavoidbeing

involved
w

ith
it.Itcan

be
a

good
servant

ora
terrible

m
aster.

Eitherway
itaffects

every
otherarea

of
o

u
r

liv
es.

Jesus
rem

inds
us

of
this

w
hen

H
e

asks,"Ifyou
have

notbeen
trustw

orthy
in

handling
w

orldly
w

ealth,
w

ho
w

ill
trustyou

w
ith

true
riches?"

(Lk.16:11).
This

im
plies

thatthew
ay

w
e

handle
our

m
aterialpossessions

isa
good

indicator
of

our
progress

tow
ard

spiritual
m

atu
rity

.
A

re
you

in
control

ofyourfinances.
Areyou

"trustw
orthy

inhandling
worldly

w
e
a
lth

"?

T
h

e
D

a
n

g
e
rs

O
F

O
v

ersp
en

d
in

g

There
arevarious

causes
offinancialdif

ficulty,
hutthe

m
ost

com
m

on
is

over
spending.Thism

ay
involvespending

all
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b
y

Ja
k

c
B

a
rn

e
tt

the
m

oney
w

e
have,

leaving
none

for
givingorsaving

forthefuture.Spending
everything

we
have

alm
ost

inevitably
leadsto

living
on

credit,w
hich

isspend
ing

m
oney

we
don'thave.

Living
on

creditreducesourfuture
resources,initi

atingaviciouscycleofincreased
borrow

ingthatcan
lead

toaseem
ingly

hopeless
situ

a
tio

n
.

O
verspending

and
indebtedness

can
developatany

age.O
ne

young
m

an
pre

paring
for

m
arriage

suddenly
realized

that
he

had
to

extricate
him

self
from

a
financialtrap

first.
H

eow
ed

m
oney

fora
classy

guitar,guitarlessonshehadnever
com

pleted,
and

m
any

other
things.

A
young

fam
ily

had
todelay

buying
ahom

e
becausem

onthly
paym

entsfora
new

car
and

a
fur

coatdisqualified
them

from
obtainingan

additionalloan-
People

w
ith

high
incom

es
are

not

im
m

une.O
ne

young
professionalw

ith
a

six-figure
incom

e
cam

e
to

m
e

w
hen

his
credit

structure
began

to
collapse.

H
e

was
enjoying

everything
m

oney
and

credit
could

buy,
including

a
5,000-

square-foot
house

and
tw

o
resort

con
dom

inium
s—

one
in

them
ountains

and
anotheron

the
sea.H

e
had

refused
to

totalhisobligations.W
hen

hefinally
did

they
exceeded

a
m

illion
dollars!

T
h

e
R

o
o

ts
o

f
O

v
ersp

en
d

in
g

There
m

ay
bepsychologicalfactors

be
hind

overspending.
The

young
profes

sionalIjustm
entioned

feltdeprived
asa

child.H
ew

asdeterm
ined

thatheandhis
fam

ily
w

ould
enjoy

everything
lifehad

to
offer.O

thers
think

poorly
ofthem

selves
and

try
to

com
pensate

w
ith

displays
of

affluence.Som
e

seekem
otionalsecurity

in
m

aterialthings
w

hen
they

donotfeel

loved
and

accepted.
M

ore
often

the
problem

has
sim

pler
roots.Som

e
people

sim
ply

don'tknow
how

to
m

anage
their

financial
affairs.

This
problem

is
especially

critical
for

people
who

refuse
thecounseloffam

ily
orC

hristian
friends,

orforw
hom

such
counsel

is
not

available
because

they
neither

m
aintain

fam
ily

ties
nor

have
a

strong
cliurch

hom
e.

O
ur

society's
insistence

on
instant

gratification
encourages

overspending.
T

headvprtising
thatsurroundsus,creat

ing
artificial"needs,"

isanotherpow
er

ful
stim

ulus
to

overspending.
A

llofthese
rootsofoverspending

find
fertile

ground
in

the
soil

ofm
aterial

ism
—

the
age-old

desire
forand

slavery
to

m
aterialthings.M

aterialism
expresses

itselfin
covetousness

(greedy
desirefor

w
hat

dbesn't
belong

to
us)

and
posses-

siveness(selfishly
clinging

to
everything

wehavp).O
verspending

isalm
ostalw

ays
closely

related
to

this
inordinate

desire
for

th
in

g
s.

stantcelebration
ofGods

creation.The
correctattitude

tow
ard

finances
isessen

tial
to

controlling
them

.
M

an
Is

an
A

ccountable
Stew

ard.Re
sponsibilityisacorollaryoffreedom.All
through

the
Scriptures

individuals
are

held
accountable

for
their

attitudes,
decisions,

and
actions.

T
heScriptures

establish
the

principle
of

individual
ownership,orprivate

property,by
pr^

hibiting
theft

(the
Eighth

Com
m

and
m

ent).
Ownership

ofproperty
im

plies
controlofit(M

t.20:15,A
cts

5.4).
B

utw
ith

ourrightto
controlw

hatwe
ow

n
com

esourresponsibility
to

useitas
G

od's
stew

ards,
accountable

to
H

im
.

This
responsibility

ofstew
ardship

isan
individual

m
atter.

In
Jesus'parable

of
thetalents

(M
t.25:14-30),each

stew
ard

was
held

responsible
and

rewarded^r
rebuked

according
to

hisdiligence.The
Apostle

Paulsettheexam
ple

ofassum
-

ingresponsibilityforhisfinancialneeds,
even

though
hehadtherightto

be
sup

ported
by

those
who

benefited
from

his
m

inistry
(2

Thess.
3:6-10).

H
eencour

aged
hisfollowerstoworktom

eettheir
ow

n
needsand

tohelp
others(Eph.4:28,

1
T

hess.
4:11-12).

U
nlessw

edem
onstrateourtrustw

orthi-
ness

in
these

"little
things"

ofm
aterial

w
ealth,wecannotexpectGodtoentrust

tousthetrue
richesofeternalvalue(Lk.

16:11).
_

,
W

e
A

rc
R

esponsible
for

O
thers.A

genuine
brotherhood

ofinterestand
of

sharing,inwhichthefruitsofindividu^
stew

ardship
are

available
to

m
eet

the
needs

ofothersin
the

com
m

unity,
isa

w
onderfulenvironm

entin
w

hich
tolearn

financialstew
ardship.The

early
Church

exemplifiedthiskindofcominunity(A
^

4:32-37).
Paul

prescribed
it

w
hen

he
wrote,"Each

ofyoushouldlooknotonly
to

yourown
interests,

butalso
to

the
interests

ofothers"
(Phil.2:4).

T
he

interest
w

e
express

in
others

should
include

m
aterialthings.W

e
m

ay
express

this
interestby

giving
and

re
ceiving,

or
by

w
ise

counsel.
Som

eone
w

ho
habitually

overspends
can

take
a

significantstep
toward

recovery
bysub

m
itting

his
affairs

to
theanalysis

^
d

counsel
of

m
em

bers
of

his
C

hristian
com

m
unity

w
ho

are
qualified

and
will

ing
to

counsel
him

.The
m

an
1

m
en

tioned
w

ith
the

m
ilU

on-dollar
problem

found
thatfive

ofhisC
hristian

brothers
w

ere
w

illing
to

assist
him

w
ith

both
m

oney
and

counsel.

•
A

inefie/om
tiourfncom

e."Thew
ise

m
an

savesforthefuture,butthefoolish
m

an
spends

w
hatever

he
gets"

(Prov.
21:20,TLB)-

.
l.

O
urstandard

ofliving
m

ustbe
such

that
total

expenditures
are

less
than

incom
e.This

requires
a

philosophy
of

life
thatkeeps

m
aterialthings

in
their

properperspective.
Ifwe

are
living

in
trueC

hristian
com

m
unity,there

w
illbe

resourcesto
m

eeteven
severeem

ergen
ciesw

ithoutviolating
thisrule.

T
hisisan

essentialsteptow
ard

finan
cialfreedom

.Itisparticularly
im

portant
thatthis

rule
neverbeviolated

beaiuse
violationsare

cum
ulative

and
inevitably

m
ake

tom
orrow

's
problem

s
w

orse
than

today's.Yetitis
so

obvious
that

itis
often

overlooked,and
itsviolation

isthe
source

ofnearly
allfinancialdifficulty.

•
Establish

priorities
forthe

use
of

yourresources.M
uch

has
been

w
ritten

abouttheproperorderofprioritiesfora
Christian,butyourbasicguidanceshould
com

e
from

G
od's

W
ord.

Living
below

yourincom
e

im
pliesan

orderly
control

ofnecessary
expenditures

andatleasta
sm

all
surplus

thatcan
be

used
for

op
tional

priorities—
including

giving
and

saving.
.

.
u

i
•

M
asteryourcredit.

"The
ncn

rule
overthe

poor,andthe
borrow

erisserv
ant

to
the

lender"(Prov.22:7).
In

oursociety
creditis

the
greatest

single
im

pedim
enttofinancialcontrol.

It
is

notonly
readily

available,
butis

foisted
onconsum

ersthrough
theclever

advertising
ofboth

m
oney

and
product.

C
reditasaconvenience

isdesirable—
forexam

ple,a
charge

card
to

expedite
travel,autorentals,etc.B

utitisbestto
havea

creditcard
that

doesn'teven
per

m
itthedeferralofpaym

entsathighrates
o

f
in

te
re

s
t

U
sing

credit
for

capita!
item

s
that

appreciate—
thatis,they

gain
valueover

tim
e—

and
thatw

ouldbe
nearly

im
pos

sible
to

purchase
for

cash,like
houses,

can
be

advantageous.
O

ne
m

ight
even

m
ake

a
caseforusing

creditto
buy

capi
talitem

s
thatdepreciate

slow
ly,

like
a

car,though
1personally

advise
against

thisin
favorofpurchasing

an
olderve

hicle
forcash.(Statistics

prove
thatthe

costofbuying,insuring,and
operating

an
oldervehicle

isalw
aysleK

perm
ile

than
foranew

one,even
considering

the
cost

of
repair.)

For
consum

able
item

s—
things

that
w

earoutrapidly
ornecessarily

disappear
w

hen
used—

buying
on

creditissim
ply

living
beyond

your
incom

e!
Its

m
ajor

function
is

to
serve

m
aterialism

.
It

is
usingtom

orrow'sincom
etofulfilltodays

A
g

o
d

's-E
y

e
V

iew
o

f
M

oney
Ibelieiietheansw

erto
gaining

controlof
our finances

liesdeeperthan
good

rules
offina(icialm

anagem
entT

heseareneces
sary,butm

ore
fundam

ental
isthe

proc
ess

of
grow

ing
into

m
aturity

in
a

very
significantarea

oflife:the
m

ind.As
w

e
are

transform
ed

by
the

renew
ingofour

m
inds,

we
can

"testand
approve

w
hat

C
od's

w
illis"

(R
o.12:2).

W
e

begin
by

discovering
w

hatthe
B

ible
teachesand

building
a

biblically-
based

philosophy
ofm

aterialpossessions.
A

philosophy
issim

ply
asystem

ofprin
ciples

thatguide
ourpractice.Ifw

e
are

to
achievecontrol,ourphilosophy

m
ust

be
based

on
G

od's
revealed

truth.
H

ere
are

a
few

essentialbuilding
blocks:

M
aterial

T
hingsA

re
G

od's
B

lessing.
G

od
created

the
m

aterial
universe

as
a

provision,
not

as
a

tem
ptation.

He
de

scribed
H

iscreation
as"very

good"(G
en.

1:311.M
oney

represents
m

aterialthings.
It

functions
as

a
m

edium
of

exchange
and

a
store

ofvalue,facilitating
the

use
of

G
od's

creatio
n

in
m

an
y

w
ays.

Ifthe
m

aterial
things

G
od

created
are

good,so
isthe

m
oney

wesubstitute
for

them
in

exchanges.
Therefore

our
atti

tude
tow

ard
both

m
aterial

things
and

m
oney

should
be

positive.
Ibave

often
given

audiences
a

quick
reflex

test
by

asking
them

to
list

the
em

otions
they

associate
w

ith
m

oney.
O

ften
the

lists
are

dom
inated

by
w

orry,
concern,

guilt,
or

desire.
T

hese
em

o
tions

should
be

replaced
by

praise,joy,
and

thanksgiving,
resulting

in
the

con

G
ettin

g
a

G
rip

on
F

inances
H

erearesom
ebasicprinciples

necessary
for

financial
control:

D
ISC

IPLESH
IP

jo
u

rn
al
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