
H'ophrts N ouj
Revelation 8— 12

A contemporary pastor,
frustrated o ve r  th e te d io u s  details 
o f the parish m inistry, 

w e ary  and b ra in -so re  in his strug gle  
o v e r  th e serm on for S u n d ay , 
p ro p p ed  his fee t u p o n  th e  desk  
an d co n ju red  up  a vision .

|

H e was on th e beach  o f  a se a sh o re  city.
O ut across th e w aters a h u g e  m u sh ro o m -lik e  c lo u d , - 

e v e r  en larg in g , co iled  an d  b o iled  o m in o u sly  o ve r  
the o cea n .

He was struck d u m b  with fea r  and im m o b ilized  
w ith the realization  th at its d ea th -d e a lin g  fu m es, 
a lon g  with the tidal w a v e s  cau sed  b y this h o lo ca u st, 
w o u ld  e n g u lf th e w h o le  city  b eh in d  him  
in a m atter o f a fe w  h ou rs.

W hen he finally cam e to  h im self

h e  turned d esp e ra te ly  to  so m e  o f th e m id -Su n d ay 
bathers and b e a c h c o m b e rs  and tried  to tell th em  
th e  m ean ing  o f th e  c h u rn in g  c lo u d s.

He co u ld n 't sp e a k , not e v e n  w h isp er.
Kids d iggin g  in th e sand ,

fevers em b rac in g  in th e  sun , 
sw im m ers rom p in g  in th e  surf, 
lo o k ed  curiou sly  at his arm -w avin g  antics 
and w id e-o p en  m o u th , sh o o k  th eir h ead s, 
and w ent o n  w ith  th e ir  activities.

Not m aking any im pression  u p o n  th e b e a c h c ro w d , 
h e raced up  into tow n w ith  th e frantic h o p e  
that he m ight a ro u se  so m e  resp on sib le  citizens 
to w hat was ab o u t to h a p p e n .

He ran in and out o f stores
but rece ived  o n ly  p a th etic  g lan ces 
from  busy sh o p p ers  co lle c tin g  th eir w e e k ly  

groceries.
The co p  alon g m ain street w as to o  busy issu ing tickets 

for parking vio lation s to p ay  any atten tion  to him .
In residential areas, lawn m o w ers,

car w ash ers, and boar p a in ters ign o red  him .
B u m p er-to -b u m p er traffic  h o n k e d , h o o te d , 

and H ollered and alm ost ran him  d ow n 
as he attem p ted  to attract th eir attention .

He finally ran out o f b reath
and was abou t to resign  h im self 

to the ago n iz in g  futility o f it all 
w h en  he passed in front o f  a ch urch .

The c lo u d  o ver  th e o ce a n  had b lo tted  out th e sun
b y  n o w  an d  th e  a t m o s p h e r e  w a s  q u ie t  a n d  t e n s e ,

like the calm  b e fo re  a storm  
or the dead  cen ter  o f a c y c lo n e .

He d e c id e d  that he co u ld  d o  little m ore
than p rep are  his o w n  sou l fo r the in ev itab le , 
and so turned in and s lip p ed  into a back p e w  of 

th e sanctuary.

An organ  was p laying.
M en  and w o m en  in th eir best c loth es

lifted up their v o ice s  in a hym n o f praise.

The m inister b egan  to  sp eak .
The v isito r’s heart le a p e d  in re n e w e d  h o p e  

as the man in th e pu lp it calm ly b egan

to tell the co n gregatio n  ab o u t the very  th ing 
h e had b een  trying to get across to th e p e o p le  I 
on  the beach  and th ro u gh o u t th e tow n.

T he p reach er in ton ed  in a d e a d , dull m anner
as if he d id n 't care  a fig abou t w hat w as ab o u t 

to h ap pen ,

but his m essage, at least, w as s in cere  and truthful.
N ow  the p eo p le  w ou ld  at least k n o w  and und erstand  

an d  d o  som eth ing  abou t this com in g  catastro p h e.
But the p e o p le  abou t him ,

g azin g  attentively o r  n o d d in g  drow sily, 
se e m e d  hardly a ffected  by th e m inister's w o rd s.

The serm on  o ve r, the b en ed ictio n  p ro n o u n ced ,

h e sought out the pastor and v igo rou sly  p u m p ed  his hand 
in gratitu d e, still un ab le  to m ake any sou n d  
c o m e  out o f his ow n  m outh.

The m inister, o b vio u sly  p leased  that his serm on
had so p ro fo u n d ly  im p ressed  this strange visitor 
that h e  co u ld n 't speak  a sou n d , 
sm iled graciously  and sym pathetically  u po n  him .

He w a n d e re d  alm ost u nn oticed

am o n g the d ep artin g  w o rsh ip ers , fully e xp ectin g  
that th ey w ou ld  be in a veritab le  panic, 
or at least frantically m aking plans 
to w arn o thers and to evacu ate  the seash ore  city.

To his am azem en t th ey w e re  all g a th ered  abou t 
in sm ug little c liqu es talking about 

a m illion things—  
d in n er, business, ch ild ren , relatives, vacations.

A  g ro u p  o f m en w e re  com p arin g  th eir go lf sco res.
A trio o f girls w ere  o glin g  a b o y  and g igg ling .
A qu arte t o f w o m en  w e re  in form ing th em selves 

on the latest d eve lo p m en ts in an o ld  scandal.
A  c o u p le  o f ladies w e re  m aking a point

o f sn u b b in g  a th ird.
T h ere w e re  a few  individuals

w h o  w ent d irectly to th eir cars
an d took o ff w ith out speak ing  to an y o n e —
p ro b ab ly  b ecau se  th ey w e re  m ad at so m eb o d y
or b ecau se  o f som eth in g  o ffen sive
in the serm on th ey had just h eard .

By all ap p earan ces th e m inister's so m b e r w arn ings 
a b o u t th e com in g  disaster had no  e ffe ct w h atever  
u p o n  the w o rsh ip ers .

It was at this point
that th e pastor ’s fee t slip p ed  o ff  th e desk , 
alm ost top p ling  him  from  his chair.

H e aw a k e n e d  and for a m om en t felt im m ersed 
in th e h orror o f a g reat darkn ess, 
and like a c lap  o f th u n d er,
th e  v o ic e  o f th e  L o rd  th ro u g h  th e  O ld  T e s ta m e n t  

p ro p h et
fell u p o n  him  in clarion  and u rgen t intensity:
"W h o m  shall I sen d , an d w h o  will go  for U s?"

T h ere  w as on ly  a long silence.
T h ere was n o  Isaiah to re sp o n d :

"H e re  am  I, O  Lord, send  m e !"


