Combating Evil

The pupils of a Hasidic rabbi approached their spiritual
leader with a complaint about the prevalence of evil in the
world. Intent upon driving out the forces of darkness, they
requested the rabbi to counsel them. The rabbi suggested
that they take brooms and attempt to sweep the darkness
from a cellar. The bewildered disciples applied themselves
to sweeping out darkness, but to no avail. The rabbi then
advised his followers to take sticks and to beat vigorously
at the darkness to drive out the evil. When this likewise
failed, he counseled them to go down again into the cellar
and to protest against the darkness by shouting at it. When
this, too, failed, he said, “My children, let each ofyou meet
the challenge of darkness by lighting a candle.” The dis-
ciples descended to the cellar and kindled their lights.
They looked, and behold! the darkness had been driven
out
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blessed are the musical/ he
said, "for theirs shall be a
never ending song/'

"Blessed are those who know the
difference between their loving
and their lusting, for they shall
be pure in heart and understand

the reason."

"lJtessed are those who die for
reasons that are real, for they
themselves are real/'

"Blessed are all those who yet
can sing when all the theater

is empty and the orchestra is gone.

" Blessed is the man who stands
before the cruelest king and
only fears his Cod.

"Blessed is the mighty king who
sits beside the weakest man and
thinks of all their similarities."
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