
A M E R I C A  BY T H E  N U M B E R SWhat We Believe...
The U.S. is overwhelmingly a nation of 
believers. We just don’t believe the same 
things. More than 85% of Americans follow a 
Christian faith, but that strong majority is 
built of dozens of denominations that diverge 
on the most basic questions: What role does 
God play in the world? What does he want of 
us? What does the Bible really mean?

I have no doubts that God exists
66%

I believe in a higher power 
or cosmic force

I believe in God, but with some doubts
■ 1 1 1 %
I don’t believe in anything beyond 
the physical world
■  5%

The largest segment of believers is 
evangelical Protestant, a blanket term for the 
dozens of denominations that emphasize the 
authority of the Bible, salvation through a 
personal relationship with Jesus, and the 
need to share their faith with others. But few 
Evangelicals welcome that label, preferring 
“Bible-believing” or “bom again.”

HOW WE SEE GOD...
Participation in a particular religious denomination 
doesn’t always translate into a consistent set of 
views about the world and society. By asking dozens 
of questions about how Americans perceive God, 
researchers have constructed four religious 
viewpoints that correlate strongly with a person’s 
social and political outlook.

31%,

...SHAPES OUR POLITICS
Percentage who agree that:

Abortion is always wrong 

Government should allow prayer in school

believe in an 
AUTHORITARIAN GOD who is
deeply involved in daily life and world 
events. God is angry at sin and can 
punish the unfaithful or ungodly

53%  of African Americans share this 
view, as do 56%  of people who 
strongly believe that God is a “he”

123%

23% believe in a
BENEVOLENT GOD who is deeply 
involved in daily life and world 
events but is mainly a positive force 
reluctant to punish

People younger than 30 are the 
least likely to hold this conception 
of God—just 13% in the cohort do

17%

|9 1 % 79%

Government should increase military spending H U ■ —  63%

Government should expand authority to fight terrorism ■ ■ ■ ■ ■ ■ I  76%

Government should protect the environment better ■ ■ ■ ■ ■ ■ ■ ■ ■ I  76%

Government should distribute wealth more evenly iM iiB iM ii■ ■ ■ ■ 5 7 %

The war in Iraq is justified i iM t i iB li■ ■ ■ ■ ■  63%

55%  

63%

81%

53%

47%

Trust President Bush “a lot” 132% 23%

HOW
WEIRD
ISTHAT?
Percentage who 
agree that:

,4 1 %

Ancient advanced 
civilizations, like 
Atlantis, once 

existed

3 7 % 28 %

Places can be 
haunted

It is possible to 
influence the physical 

world through the 
mind alone

H A N  N A -B A R B  E R A /E V E R E T T

,2 5 %

Some UFOs are 
probably 

spaceships from 
other worlds

,1 8 %

Creatures like Bigfoot 
and the Loch Ness 

monster will one day 
be discovered


