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THESTATEOFDIVORCE
•ThechanceofdivorceIshighestduringthethird
yearofmarriage

•TheU.S.Iscertainly
notthedivorcecapitalof
theworld

Divorcesasapercent
ofallmarriages

Russia..65%•••••

Finland.56%

Britain.53%••••i;

U.S.DIVORCERATE

•Breakupsmorethandoubledbetweenthe1960s
andthelate1970sbuthavebeendecliningforthe
past20years

Annualrateper1,000population

CHILDRENATRISK

•Over1millionchildrenareinvolvedIn
newdivorceseachyear

Estimatednumber,InPercentofchildren
millions,ofchildrenunder18living
involvedindivorce-withonlyoneparent

1*970'•"1996

•0-8Single-parentstatus:
NeverDivorced

•.married37%

'50r70r90|
'60'80'99est.

4%1^23%
Widowedseparaied

DIVORCEDATA

•Morethan40%offirst
marriagesendindivorce

•Totalnumberofdivorced
adultsgrewfrom4.3millionin
1970to20milliontoday

•Marriedpopulationdropped
from72%in1970to60%today

•Averagedurationoffirst
marriagesendingindivorceis
eightyears;durationofsecond
marriagesissixyears

•Averagetotalhousehold
wealthofthoseages51to61
Marriedcouples.$132,200
Divorced..'..........$33,700

IWidowed$42,300

Percentdistributionofdivorces

bynumberofyearsofmarriage

TIME/CNNPOLL

Canada.45%

France.43%

Germany41%

•Doyouagreeordisagreethatforthechildren'ssake,
parentsshouldstaytogetherandnotgetadivorce,evenif
themarriageisn'tworking?

19812000

AgreeparentsshouldstaytogetherEEEI
Disagree••fSSB Disagree•••>W'I

•Arechildrenbetteroffin:•Whenparentsgetdivorced,
arechildrenharmed?

Anunhappymarriageinwhich
Iparentsstaytogether_Aimostalwaysharmed..E

mainlyforthekids?...EcSI: "-Frequentlyharmed
Adivorceinwhichthe-,.
parentsaremorehappy?Sometimesharmed....w-imfi

Notsure'...•DEIiSeldomharmed •EZEIiISeldomhamned.mm

Fromatelephonepollof1.278adultAmericanstakenforTIME/CNNonSept.6-7byYankelovichPartnersInc.
Samplingerroris±17%

Halfofadultsin
USAaremarried

5196
married

18%~
never

marriedJ

11%
divorced

r8%
'widowei

7%livingwithpartner

u.2%noresponse3%separated
Source;GallupPollof1.001adultsJaiL10-14.
Marginoferror±3percentagepoints.


