
The way a rich nation thinks about its poor will
always be convoluted. The richer people become
in general, the easier it theoretically becomes for
them to share with people who are left out. But
the richer people become, the less they natu
rally stay in touch with the realities of life on
the bottom, and the more
they naturally prefer to be
excited about their own
prospects rather than con
cerned about someone else's.

Wc cannot merely pray to You. OGod. ^
For wc know that You have made the world in away
That man must find his own path topeace
Within himself and with his neighbor.
Wc cannot merely pray to You. OGod. to end starvation;
For you have already given us the resources
With which to feed the entire world
Ifwc would only use them wisely.
We cannot merely pray to You, OGod,
To rootout prejudice.
ForYou have already given us eyes
With which tosee the good inall men
Ifwc would only use them rightly. j j
We cannot merely pray to You. OGod, to end despair,

. For Yo^ have already given us the power
~To cleitf away slums and to give Impe

Ifwc would only use our power justly.
' We cannot merely pray to You, OGod, to

. Fbr you have already given iw great minds with which
Tosearch outcures and healing.
If wcwould onlyusethem
Thercfoie we pray toYou instead, Uuoa.
For strength, determination, and willpower.
To do instead of just to pray.
To become instead ofmerely towish.

" 'If My people who are

called by My name will

humble themselves, and pray
and seek My face, and turn

from their wicked ways,

then I will hear from heaven,

and will forgive their sin

and heal their land.'"

2 Chron. 7:14


