To Save Our World

“Only through an inner spiritual trans-
formation do we gain the strength to
fight vigorously the evils of the world in
a humble and loving spirit.

“The transformed nonconformist nev-
er yields to the passive sort of patience
which is an excuse to do nothing. And
one's very transformation saves one
from speaking irresponsible words
which estrange without reconciling and
from making hasty judgments which are
blind to the necessity of social process.
Social change will not come overnight,
yet the nonconformist works as though
it is an imminent possibility.

“This hour in history needs a dedicat-
edcircle of transformed nonconformists.
The saving of our world from pending
doom will come not through the compla-
cent adjustment of the conforming ma-
jority but through the creative maladjust-
ment of a nonconforming minority.”

Martin Luther King, Jr. (1954)

! have a dream that one day this nation will rise
up and live out the true meaning of its creed, “We
hold these truths to be self-evideat, that all men
are created squal.” | have a dream that cne day
...sons of former slaves and the sons of former
slave owners will be able to sit down together at
the table of brotherhood....This is sur hope
o With this faith we will be able to work
together, to pray fogether, to struggie together,
to go to jail together, to stand wp for freedom
together, knowing that we will be free one day
oo This will be the day when il God's children will
be able %o sing with new meaning, “My country
tis of thee, sweet land of liberty, of thee 1 sing.”
Martin Luther iling Jr.

Avgust 28, 1963

Mo, 'm not an American. I'm one of the 22 million
black people who are victims of Americanism, one
of the...victims of demeceracy, nothing but dis-
guised hypocrisy. So, 'm not standing here spealk-
ing 1o you as an American, or a patriot, or a flag-
saluter, or o flag-waver--ne, not i! 'm speaking
as a victim of this American system. And | see
America through the eyes of the victim. | don’t see
any American dream. | see an American
nightmeare!
Maicoim X
April 3, 1964
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