seMm s MU
+kepo3 wody aam auo wa|qo4d siy3 Y3m sn 03 8ujwi0 y

(
oM Aes s 397 ueulaud Suiaq ynoqe op 03 JRUM m:vaco? ao—_m awb
-J0d ® ul 3uIs s| mowy| am uewom Sunok & mou 3ySi jeyj suiSew] -

"'00) ‘Jey) 3noqe peq |99 |

"Op PINOM | 3BYM 3uns juadiad

001 30u w,} Apssuoy 3nq ‘euo siy3 uo sdueyd Joyjoue 4oy

YSIM PINOM | "mow] 3,uop | 3yS1 ‘uoiioqe ay3 pey ays ‘ueaw
I ‘1M A4sA yeys pajpuey | oy 3o} JoAsu | mowj 3snf |
iSMOW] OYAA

{UOISIdIP Judisyip & spew aAey

SUS PINOAA (31 3n0qe >uly3 03 swiy suow 49y UaAIZ sArey jey

PINOAA {uoisidap feuy e Supjew 910J3q 3]Iym ® j1eMm 03 poa.Se
PBY 3Ys J1 yeypA 49y ym o3 oy P343jj0 pey | y1 yeypp

M s, yoanyd
Aw 3noqe usaq 9A®Y p[nod | se BupuiAuo> se I SepA
*2uo 3y3i ayy
SPBW | Ule}I9d U33q J49AdU A1 3nq ‘@dj0y> Buoum ay3 spew
3Ys 3y3noy3 skempe | "94npadoud ayj3 4oy ounp 9Y3 03 4oy ey
03 psaJse pue umoj o3 swe> 433sis 43y Uaje| shkep may y
“3Y30 3y3 wouy pajuem
OM JBYM 3038 am 1| 3195 sn jo 4943Idu ssang | ‘papus uon
“BSISAUOD 33 USYAA Aem Jayjoue 40} 5]00] 03 49y BdulAUO>
03 P3143 pue suoseau es>i80joayy Aw 43Y pjo3 | ‘ou pres |
Ul 3Y3 03 uay y3im o8 pinom Y]
Pjse ays 4jjeury ‘Pa3ejosi £335.4d 3)94 ays asoddns I 'PIlY> ay3
J0 4343ey ay3 ym 3de3U0d Ul 433uo| ou sem ayg *duoje jey)
9%} 03 jJueMm 3 uplp ays Ing ‘uondoqe ue pajuem 3ys Jesp -
Swie3sq 31 ‘pjyey am sy ‘mauy| OYMm duo £juo sy3 sem | pue
‘Jueusaud sem ays sw P03 3uspn3s 2383)j0> & ‘0Se sueal M3y

'SJ3Y30 1038
SUOISI>3p no Aem a1 jo ajdwexs ue se S3uapmis unof o3 3unodoe Buimoj|oy ays peay

S1Yy3 Jo sjdwexs

ue 9AI3 nof uen ;suayro 40} seduanbasuod sApisod 9ABY U330 axeW am sadjoyd

841 3B—an.3 3q osfe sysoddo ay3 pjnon '$49Y30 .0} saduanbasuos sAneSsu
SABY USYO >ieW am sadj0yd [enxas sy Moy e upjoo| awn swos juads SASM D

"SUBISIIYD) SaAjRsWaLY}

P3][e> OyMm |[e 03 3nq ‘way o3 1sn( 30U ‘sjgno §O 30| 3joym ® 3y3nouq sy “ws)
8uoj aya 4oy 30U pue JusWOW 3Y3 10} 3ySnoyy Asy ) ‘pireq 1| asn[ auam Aayy Ing

‘Uswi 3sa Jo ssauysijoo; au3 jo asnedsq pon JO pJom ays jo

S4e3siuIW 4oy Isnaasiw deap e sAey ajdoad Auew Aep siy1 o] ‘pasnes Aiqisuodsaul) Je

~NX3s J19y3 98eWep ay3 995 pue 3dBq 00| UEd M nq ‘usw 8say) Jo suopnse ay3 a8pn|

Ued pon) AluQ "salieIaudss pue saanpsoud YUM s[e10y BuiAes| usw asay Jo aWOS

| 40 seun3did paddeus susydesBoloyd Pue sus1uodau usym payse.d swop3up| asay |

‘op

03 3ulya poos e JsASU—UBW asay) ul Aunas [euals pue adoy J13y3 punoy sjdoad

4O 10|  "aA€3 Aey3 Asuow 1oy uaniau [ePuBUY Wayy Buisiwoud ‘wo.y Asuow pagsaq

Aoy s|doad jo speq ays uo SSA|sWIAL 40} swop3upjiuiw 3jing SNTEY-{TCTETIRESEIN

nof Je319q Y1 pey nok auow oY1 Auew jo spuiw ay y "(A103s J28uoj ® s3ey ang
‘asionb.n 40jod ay3 pue sues| 3ys Yaim BUOle) Ul sem sSaDX3 ‘SOgg | BY3 Ul doeg

"uone.asn||i Buimojjoj ay3 sueys ‘sjdoad 3O ydunqg ajoym B 303 Ued UOS

-1ad auo Jo suonde [enxas ayx 3ey3 U0d dY3 d2Jojuiad 03 paau [jas nok yuiyl nok J|

P

¢9|doad jo 10
® P2309ye uosJad auo Jo suonse [enxes sy USYM Bl J3YIoue Jo Hulyl nok ued) :D




Q: What would you want to be prepared to say to her?
« |s there anything that would keep us from saying that? Why?

Q: Do you think going to the abortion clinic with her shows responsibility or
irresponsibility toward her? How about toward God!?

Back to the story of David. We’ve already seen how hg didn't act
responsibly toward others, but the flip side of the story is someone
who acted very responsibly. The prophet Nathan .re-a.lly stepped up
to the plate in this situation and bore the responsibility to confront
X the king. This must have been a scary thing to do—he coulg:l haye
| : lost his life; he knew David had already killed to cover up his mis-
“ take.

Q: What are some things we can do to step out of our comfort zones and act
responsibly when others are making sexual choices that seem to go against what
God wants!?

Q: Are there any boundaries we would cross by doing this? Is this a bad thing?

One of the often overlooked elements of this story is what Nathan
did after he confronted David. In 2 Samuel 12:25, we see that when
Bathsheba has another son (Solomon), Nathan the prophet is the
one who announces his birth—and that the name Jedidiah will be
attached to this son, meaning that this son is loved by the Lord.
After Nathan acted responsibly and confronted David about his sin
in the whole Bathsheba-Uriah mess, he didn't just split. He stuck
around and was part of God's redemption for David. He really
understood his responsibility to David.

Q: If you wanted to act as responsibly as Nathan in the story about the college
woman who had the abortion, what would you do?
* What would make it hard to do that?
* Given those difficulties, what would motivate you to stay in the woman's life?

To help students personalize the story of David and Nathan, use the material from U
Da Man! (page 151 in this book) as background for large or small group discussion,
or as a tool for individual, personal reflection.

ideo discussion starter

YOU'LL NEED |i g FIGHTING FIRES VIDEO

!

L

The responsibility of a Christian community to help each other with our sexuality.

After you show the “Fighting Fires” video clip, lead the following discussion.

Q

Okay, a little hint here. The video is a parable about something deeper. And since
this is a book about sex, it might not come as a big surprise to hear it's
something related to sex. What do you think a sexual fire is?

Q: What kinds of things do you think stop a guy like Andy, or a person like any of
us, from acting responsibly and fighting sexual fires that others are going through?

Q: What do you think Andy—the firefighter who doesn't fight fires—has to say to a
group like ours?
* Andy was surrounded by signs of fires. Is that true for us? Do you feel sur-
rounded by sexual fires?

N



Do you think we could be ignoring sexual fires in our Christian
community? If so, let's make a list of the kinds of fires you see. I'll
go first—I see signs of sexual abuse, how about you?

ther you have a list of these fires, follow with—
Q

Do you think a person can help others fight sexual fires before she gets her own
fire under control? Why or why not!?

Q: Andy had the tools and education to fight fires, but he lacked the will. Do you
think we have the tools we need to fight the sexual fires around us?

* If so, what are those tools?

* If not, what are the tools you think we need to do the job?

Q: At least part of Andy wanted to fight fires. Do we really want to address the
sexual fires in our lives and in the lives of the people around us?
* It's possible that Andy was afraid of fighting fires. Is fear ever a motivation
* for not wanting to accept responsibility for the sexual fires that rage
around us?
* What might happen if we hop in to fight other people's fires when they don't
ask us to? Is this ever a good thing? Why or why not!?

Q: Eventually Andy was fired—firefighters have to fight fires, right? How about us—
what could happen to this group if we fail to help ourselves and other people
whose houses are burning down?

To help students focus more closely and peréonally on dealing with the sexual fires
around them, use the questions from Fighting Fires (page 152 in this book) for
large or small group discussion, or individual, personal reflection.

closing application.
rTALK ABOUT IT ’

Choosing who we can ask to encourage and hold us accountable as we struggle with sexual
responsibility.

There's an old saying among recovering addicts—"We are only as
sick as our secrets." | believe that’s really true as we discuss our
responsibility to God and others. We have a responsibility to deal
with the things that cause us to live in shame and guilt.

Q: What do you think makes people hold onto their secrets and keeps them from
sharing their struggles so others can help?

Q: Is this what keeps you from sharing struggles?

Read the following quote to your students from Dietrich Bonhoeffer. He believed this
is how Christians should think about each other:

Even Paul said of himself that he was the foremost of sinners
(1 Timothy I:15)...There can be no genuine knowledge of sin
that does not lead to this extremity. If my sinfulness appears
to me to be in any way smaller or less detestable in com-
/ parison with the sins of others, | am still not recognizing my
sinfulness at all. My sin is of necessity the worst, the most
grievous, the most reprehensible...My sin is the worst...How
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can | possibly serve another person...if | seriously regard his
sinfulness as worse than my own?
—Dietrich Bonhoeffer, Life Together (Harper and Row)

Q: How big do you believe your sin is in comparison with others?

Q: What responsibility do you believe you have in sharing your sinfulness with God
and others?

Q: If you sense someone else is struggling with a sexual issue, what responsibility do
you have to them?

Q: What are some things you can do to become more responsible to God when it
comes to your sexual questions and struggles?

' Q: What are some things you can do to become more responsible toward others
when it comes to your sexual questions and struggles?

Q: What are some things you can do to learn personal responsibility and how
every action has either positive or negative consequences?

Conclude this exercise by distributing pencils and copies of Talk About It (pages 153-
154 in this book) to each student. After giving them several minutes to complete the
handout, have them huddle in groups with one or two other students to share one
thing they've learned from this discussion and one way that will impact their sexuality.

In other i
wWOrds
ideo opener [_
TROUBLE I_YIDEO

Signs that a friend might be in relational trouble.

Q: What strikes you about this video clip?
* Have you seen any of these signs of trouble in a relationship? If so, and without
embarrassing anyone, talk about what you've seen or experienced.

Q: Do you think most people don't recognize trouble signs when they see them or
do you think most people ignore signs of trouble? Discuss that.
* How do you think some people miss what seem to their friends like clear signs
of trouble?

* Why do you think some people ignore the warning signs?

Q: There's an old saying that love is blind. There's a somewhat newer saying that
love is not blind, love is stupid. Do you agree or disagree?

Q: What responsibility do you think friends have to each other before, during, or
after signs of trouble appear in a relationship?
* Before
* During
* After
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