
roperrancis:newairecuonongays
PopeFrancishasgivengayCatholicshope
"thatthechurchstillhasaplaceforthemin
itsheart,"saidMarkBrownintheChicago
Sun-Times.Duringanimpromptu
pressconferenceonboardthepapal
planethisweek,Francisindicated
thathehadnoproblemwith
gaymenservinginthepriest
hood."Ifapersonisgayand
seeksGodandhasgoodwill,who
amItojudgehim.'"hedeclared.Forgay
Catholicswhohavegrownused"tobeing
beatendownbythepublicstatementsof
theirchurchleaders,thepope'swords
wereborderlineremarkable."FlowcanI
describetheeuphoriaIfeltwhenIheard
whatFrancissaid?saidAndrewSullivaninDish
-AndrewSullivan.com.Finally,wehaveapope
whoisexplicitlyacknowledgingthatgaypeople
are(inhiswords)"ourbrothers,"anddeservethe
mercy,acceptance,andlovethatisthetrueheart
ofChristianity.Whatacontrasttothedemoniza-
tionofgaysbyPopeBenedictXVI,whoinsisted
thathomosexualitywasan"intrinsicmoralevil"
andbarredgaymenfromjoiningtheclergy.

Francis'scommentscertainlyrepresent"asignifi
cantshiftintone,"saidJohnAllenJr.inCNN
.com,"thoughnotinsubstance."Hedidn't
changechurchteachingonhomosexualacts.

simplyreiteratingthatpriestsorCatholics
whohadengagedinsuch"sins"inthepast
wereworthyofforgivenessandmercy.And

thereisnoindicationthatheplansto
upendthechurch'slong-standing

oppositiontogaymarriage.What
Francisclearlymeanstodoisto
changethechurch'sfocus,said
RossDouthatinNYTimes.com.

"Hewantstobeseenprimarilyas
apopeofsocialjusticeandspiritual

renewal,andhedoesn'thavemuch
patienceforissuesthatmightgetin
theway."Sohe'stryingtomove
beyondtheangryculturewarover
gaysandabortionthat'salienated

somanypeopleinAmericaandtheWest,attract
newCatholicstothefold,andemphasizeChrist's
teachingsabouthelpingthepoor.

Insodoing,Francisisleadingthechurchina
newdirection,saidDavidPerryinTheAtlantic
.com.Ifsexualorientationdoesn'tdeservepre
emptivecondemnationbythepope—"whoam
Itojudge?"—^thenitbecomesdifficultforother
churchleaderstorailagainstgays,orforCatholic
organizationstofireemployeesforsimplybeing
gay.Theseare"small,mildstepstowardequal
ity"—anincrementalrevolution,butarevolution
nonetheless.


