how far the porn-izing of American culture has progressed.

® As of last summer, the Web is home to more than 260 million
pages of pornography, an increase of 1,800 percent since 1998.

@ Nearly one out of five video rentals is pornographic.

® A quarter of all American adults say they watched an X-rated
movie last year.

@ The porn industry churns out 11,000 films a year.

And according to a Time magazine report, today’s kids don’t have
to look for porn—it'll find them. The Kaiser Family Foundation reports
that almost three-quarters of 15- to 17-year-olds in their poll say
they’ve stumbled across pornography online. “Pornography is affect-
ing people at an increasingly young age,” says sociologist Diana
Russell in a Time interview. “And unfortunately for many kids growing
up today, pornography is the only sex education they’ll get.”

Washington Post education reporter Linda Perlstein, who spent a
year hanging out at a middle school gathering insights for her book
Not Much Just Chillin’: The Hidden Lives of Middle Schoolers, says
the thing that surprised her the most was how common and pervasive
sexually charged talk was among the kids she studied. “It's not so
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that it sure is part of their vocabulary and psyche in a way el
used to be,” she says in a CNN interview.
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