
how
farthe

porn-izing
ofAm

erican
culture

has
progressed.

•
Asoflastsum

m
er,theW

eb
Ishom

e
to

m
ore

than
260

m
illion

pagesofpornography,an
increase

of1,800
percentsince

1998.
•

Nearly
one

outoffive
video

rentals
ispornographic.

•
A

quarterofallA
m

erican
adults

say
they

w
atched

an
X

-rated
m

ovie
last

year.
•

The
porn

industry
churns

out11,000
film

s
a

year.
And

according
to

a
Tim

e
m

agazine
report,today's

kids
don'thave

to
lookforporn—

it'llfind
them

.The
KaiserFamily

Foundation
reports

thatalm
ostthree-quartersof15-to

17-year-oldsintheirpollsay
they've

stum
bled

across
pornography

online."Pornography
isaffect

ing
people

atan
increasingly

young
age,"sayssociologistDiana

RussellinaTimeinterview."Andunfortunatelyformany
kidsgrowing

up
today,pornography

isthe
only

sex
education

they'llget."
W

ashington
Posteducation

reporterLinda
Perlstein,who

spenta
yearhanging

outata
m

iddle
schoolgathering

insightsforherbook
NotM

uchJustChiHin':TheHiddenLivesofM
iddleSchoolers,says

thething
thatsurprised

herthe
m

ostwashow
com

m
on

and
pervasive

sexually
charged

talk
w

as
am

ong
the

kidsshestudied."It's
notso

m
uch

thatm
ore

kidsare
having

sex—
Idon'tthinkthey

are—
it^sjust

thatitsure
ispartoftheirvocabulary

and
psycheinaw

ay
t

at:itdidnt
used

to
be,"

she
says

in
a

C
N

N
interview

.
The

porn
problem

isso
pervasivethatpsychologistsand

sociolo
gistsare

now
ringingthealarm

bell.A
sampling

ofhow
the

porn
cul

tu
re

is
im

pacting
young

people:
1.According

to
cybersex

addiction
specialistAlvin

Coopier,one
outofevery

seven
habitualusersofonlineporn

develops
behaviors

th
at

disrupttheir
lives.

2.A
2003study

byTexasChristian
Universityfound

thatthe
m

ore
m

en
view

pornography,the
m

orethey're
likelyto

describe
wom

en
in

se
x

u
a
liz

e
d

te
rm

s.

3.Inthe
Kaiserstudy

m
entioned

above,alm
osttw

o-thirds
(59%

)
of15-to

24-year-oldssaid
online

porn
encouragesyoung

people
to

have
sex

before
they're

ready;and
half(49%

)said
itprom

otes
bad

attitudes
tow

ard
w

om
en

and
unprotected

sex.
4.Online

pornography
isso

addictive
(authorand

cybersex
expert

Jennifer
Schneider

calls
it"thecrack

cocaine
ofsexualaddiction

)that
itcan

alterm
en'sability

to
have

anorm
alsexualrelationship

lateron.
5.R

esearchers
havefound

a
correlation

betw
een

increased
aggressiveness

in
boysand

exposureto
porn,and

between
child

hood
use

ofporn
and

sexually
abusive

behaviorin
adulthood.

W
hatgotushere,dow

n
in

the
valley

ofthe
shadow

ofporn?
In

herbook
Liberation's

Children,Kay
Flym

ow
itz

arguesthatan
epidem

icin
early

sexualtalk
and

behaviorisjustanotherpieceofevidence
in

the
case

againstadults
w

ho've
abdicated

theirresponsibilities.
She

saysparents
w

ho
substitute

m
aterialthingsforengage

m
entproduce

unhappy,confused,and
needy

kids.Inturn,those
kids

learn
they're

responsible
forsetting

theirown
boundaries

and
the

porn
culture

is
righton

their
doorstep


