
MY PERSONALITY

Introduction

It is hard to believe that you can have two totally different personali
ties in the same family, but this seems to be the case in the Bible
story you will be studying. The scene is the home of sisters Martha
and Mary (and their brother Lazarus, whom Jesus would later raise
from the dead). It seems that Jesus spent time in their home fre
quently.

144

After someone has read the Scripture passage, get into groups of
4 and discuss the questionnaire. Remember, there are no right or wrong
answers—just your opinion—so you don't have to be afraid to share.

1. Judging by the way the two sisters acted in this story, which
would you say was the older sister?

• Mary • Martha

2. If you had been Martha, how would you have responded to
Jesus' remark?

• gone to my room and pouted
• thought to myself; "He doesn't have to live with my sister."
• flown off the handle

• accepted the correction, sat down with Mary, and let the sup
per burn

3. If you could choose one of these types of people for these situa
tions, who would you choose? Finish the sentences by inserting
either Mary ... or Martha.
• For a close friend, I would choose ...

• For someone to work for, I would choose ...
• For someone to work for me, I would choose ...
• For someone to look after my estate, I would choose ...
• For my small group leader or youth leader, I would choose ...

4. Comparing your personality to the two people in this story, which
of them are you more like?
• Martha—responsible and uptight
• Mary—carefree and laid-back

5. Who do people say you take after in your personality—your
father or your mother? Which one do you think you take after?
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