
I had not heard from  th is  young woman for years. The day 
after graduation she launched herself into a life  tha t would 
later be litte red w ith poor choices and heartbreak. A fter all 
those years w ith her, I s im ply fe lt like a fa ilu re . But then 
today I got an email from  her: “ Thank you— you have no 
idea how much my tim e w ith you changed my life .” So, what 
made the difference for her? Here's what she said...

1
 A ctive  Listenin g— “ You d id n ’t  jus t hear my words, but 

listened to my life . I always knew tha t you were safe. It 
always fe lt like I d id most of the ta lk in g .”

2 N e ve r G ive  Up— "You challenged me to be more. When 
I fe ll down, you pointed me to  Christ to  p ick me up.

You never thought I was a fa ilu re . You loved me when I was 
unlovable."

3 Tra n sp a re n c y— “ You d id n ’t  have all the answers. When 
you made m istakes you adm itted them . You never 

pretended to be anything tha t you w eren 't."

4 Truth— “ The hardest part was tha t you always pointed 
to the tru th . You showed me how Christ wanted me to 

live. At the tim e I d id n 't want to  hear it ."
Tears well up as I realize the difference a few sim ple 

im peratives can make.


